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Dear colleagues, 

I am honoured to write to you as the new Chair of ISMLA. It is a real privilege to step into this role and to 

serve an organisation that plays such a vital part in shaping, supporting, and advocating for modern 

languages in our schools. 

I would like to begin by expressing heartfelt thanks to Oliver Hopwood, Head of Modern Languages at 

Westminster School, for his outstanding chairmanship over the past five years. Under his thoughtful and 

visionary guidance, ISMLA has remained a strong and respected voice at national level. Oliver led the 

association through key moments in curriculum reform—most notably the new GCSE specifications—and 

was instrumental in engaging examination boards and policymakers on the severe grading issues that 

continue to affect lesser-taught languages such as Italian and Russian. 

He also strengthened collaboration with other stakeholders across the sector and curated high-quality 

professional development for our members, from our annual national conferences to numerous webinars 

that have offered practical and pedagogical food for thought. Many of you will remember his fascinating 

conversation with Professor Jim Milton at Swansea University on the central role of vocabulary in language 

learning—a webinar still available on the ISMLA YouTube channel. 

As I take on the role of Chair, I am deeply mindful of the challenges and opportunities facing us as language 

educators. ISMLA is uniquely placed to respond to these, and I look forward to working closely with all of you 

to build on the strong foundations we share. 

Let me also take this opportunity to reaffirm ISMLA’s key pillars: 

 to support excellence in teaching and learning of modern languages in the independent sector 

 to serve as a forum for collaboration, professional development, and the exchange of ideas 

 to act as a national voice and stakeholder, influencing curriculum, assessment, and language policy 

 to support language leaders, especially Heads of MFL, in sustaining vibrant, diverse, and ambitious 

language provision in their schools 

These are not just lovely ideals the make for neat bullet points. In practical terms, this means that we are 

there at the end of a telephone line, should you need advice or support on anything concerning MFL in your 

schools. Over the year ahead, I’m particularly keen for us to continue supporting Heads of MFL as they shape 

and review their own language policies—whether that involves curriculum design, decisions around 

language provision, staffing, or advocacy within your own leadership teams. ISMLA is here to provide 

resources, research-informed discussion, and a strong community of support. 

You will perhaps be aware of the recent report published by HEPI on the crisis of language teaching in the 

UK. I am convinced that independent schools are well placed to respond in a significant way to these 

challenges – particularly by promoting MFL for all at GCSE, growing our numbers at A Level, supporting 

teacher training, and by safeguarding the variety of languages we offer. We hope to have invigorating 
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discussions about this at our next annual teacher conference, which will take place at Manchester Grammar 

School on 7th February 2026. We are also delighted to invite members to our ISMLA Russian Teachers’ Day, 

Saturday 11 October 2025 at Marlborough College. Please also take a moment to read the useful documents 

section of our website, notably around support for HoDs in ML departments. 

Don’t hesitate to get in touch if you’d like to share ideas, ask questions, or suggest ways we can better 

support you and your departments. I look forward to working alongside you. 

With best wishes, 

 

Adèle Venter 

 

Chair, ISMLA 

Head of Modern Languages, Head of German 

North London Collegiate School 

Canons, Canons Drive, Edgware, Middlesex, HA8 7RJ  
Website | Instagram | LinkedIn 
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