MFL DEBATING RULES 

1 COMPETITION

1.1: The MFL Debating Competition works along the principles of the English debating rules defined by the English Debating Association. 

1.2: The structure for the debate is the following: 

2 minutes for first speaker for the motion 

2 minutes for first speaker against the motion  

2 minutes for second speaker for the motion

2 minutes for the second speaker against the motion
4minutes of “lutte acharnée” (a time when teams can question their opponents’ views)

1 min summary for the team for the motion

1 min summary for the team against the motion

1 minute for adjudicator to reach a decision and comment on the teams’ performance. 

1.3:  The following mark scheme should be used by the adjudicator 

5  points for a victory demonstrating outstanding debating skills

4  points for a strong winning performance or alternatively an outstanding performance in defeat  

3  points for a relatively unconvincing victory or a strong performance in defeat 

2  points for a fairly good losing performance 

1  point for a weak performance defeat

1.4: The organising school communicates the three titles for the debate to 

all participating schools on the same day and no later than seven days before the competition. 

1.5 All three titles should be used during the competition. See also rule 3.3. 

2 COMPETITORS
2.1: For the sake of fair competition, competitors should not be from, or have lived in, a French speaking country or have a parent/guardian whose mother tongue is French. 

2.2 If the competition is open to more than one level, competitors for each level * (A2,AS,GCSE) must not be older than the normal expected age for the level at which they are entered.  

2.3: A team is composed of no more than two pupils.

2.4: If the competition is open to more than one level each school can enter up to two teams per level * (A2, AS, GCSE) into the competition. Schools hosting the regional heat may choose to limit the number of teams per participating school to one pair.   

2.5 Competitors must remember to prepare to debate for as well as against the three titles of the competition.

2.6 Competitors are not permitted to read off their notes while they are debating. 

3 ADJUDICATOR

3.1 The adjudicator sets the standard for the debate. He/she is responsible for the implementation of the rules established by the present document as well as for the smooth, fair and courteous conduct of the debate.  

3.2: The adjudicator should use the target language during but also after the debate when offering his/her comments on the teams’ performance.

3.3 For each debate it is the role of the adjudicator to decide which one of the three titles will be debated and which team debates for or against the title. 

3.4: The adjudicator should be using a watch or ideally a stop watch in order to keep a strict timing of the different sections of the debate as detailed in section 1.2 of the rules. Competitors should not be allowed to continue to speak beyond the time allocation defined by section 1.2 of the rules. 

3.5 Adjudicator should give a ten second warning to a competitor coming towards the end of his/her time allocation. 

3.6 The adjudicator should not allow competitors to read off their notes while they are debating.

