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14 December 2011                                                                                            

Dear Francophile colleagues,

Regional French debating competition: Wednesday 29 February, 4.15 - 7.30 pm

at St Paul’s Girls’ School

I am writing to invite your A-level students to take part in the above event, which is aimed at schools in the wider south London area. Together with other regional events, it is part of the National French debating competition, whose final traditionally takes place at the French Institute in Kensington in March.

Some of you may already be familiar with the South London event, which in previous years used to be hosted by Sevenoaks School. I have now taken over from Pierre Pillet as organiser, hence the move to St Paul’s Girls’ School in Hammersmith.

At regional level, teams debate against each other in pools and the winner of each pool will then compete in the semi-final and final. Three motions stand for debate and each team must be prepared to debate for, as well as against, each motion. Motions will be communicated to all schools at the same time, six weeks before the event. A document with all details, rules and format is attached.

Each team is composed of two members and each school can enter up to two teams. While most competitors would be expected to be studying French at A2 level, year 12 students are very welcome to take part.  For the sake of fair competition we ask that French native or near native speakers are not entered (please see point 2.1 in attached rules document for more details). 

In previous years the competition has proved to be a very successful and enjoyable event. It offers excellent training for forthcoming oral examinations, is intellectually stimulating, great fun, and – from previous experience – very beneficial for shy speakers as well as more confident ones. For accompanying teachers, it is also a very pleasant occasion to meet colleagues from other schools.

I very much hope that you will consider entering one or two teams for our event on 29 February. St Paul’s Girls’ School is easily accessible by public transport, being a 10 minutes walk from Hammersmith station, Barons Court station and Kensington Olympia station. Participants will be expected to arrive around 4.15 pm. There will be a welcome tea at the start and some refreshments half way through the competition.  If you would like to help adjudicate some of the debates, this would be much appreciated. 

If you wish to participate, I would be very grateful if you would kindly return the attached participation form (or e-mail me the details) at your earliest convenience and by Monday 23 January. 

I Look forward to hearing from you,

Meilleurs voeux de fin d’année,

Hélène May

Helene.may@spgs.org
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